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Choosing the right roof material is one of the

most important decisions for any Melbourne

homeowner. A roof protects your home from the

elements, contributes to energy efficiency, and

defines the overall aesthetic of your property. 

With so many options available, from classic tiles

to modern metal roofing, it’s important to

understand the differences, costs, and benefits

of each option.

Whether you’re building a new home, upgrading

an old roof, or planning a roof replacement in

Melbourne, this guide will help you make an

informed choice.

Introduction
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Understanding 
Your Roof Options

Concrete tiles are a popular choice for many

Melbourne homes due to their durability, fire

resistance, and variety of colours and profiles.

They can last up to 50 years with minimal

maintenance and are suitable for most home

styles. Concrete tiles are also relatively affordable

compared to other premium roofing materials.

Concrete Tiles

Terracotta tiles are traditional, clay-based roofing

materials that offer a classic look. They are highly

resistant to heat, making them ideal for

Melbourne’s hot summers. Terracotta tiles also

age beautifully, maintaining colour and charm

over decades. Maintenance involves periodic

cleaning and checking for cracked tiles.

Terracotta Tiles
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Metal roofing is popular in Melbourne due to its

lightweight structure, longevity, and durability. It is

resistant to harsh weather conditions, making it a

practical long-term investment. Metal roofing also

offers energy efficiency benefits, reflecting heat

during summer and helping reduce cooling costs.

Available in a range of 22 standard colours, metal

roofing also provides flexibility to match different

architectural styles and design preferences.

Metal Roofing

Slate roofing offers a premium, timeless

aesthetic. It is extremely durable and can last over

a century when installed correctly. Slate is heavier

and more expensive than other options, so

professional roof installation is essential. It suits

high-end homes or properties with heritage

designs.

Slate Roofing



Factors to Consider
When Choosing 
a Roof Material

Melbourne’s climate includes hot summers,

occasional hail, and wet winters. When

choosing roof materials, it’s essential to select

options that withstand these conditions. For

example, metal roofing in Melbourne is

excellent for hail resistance, while tile roofing

offers strong thermal protection.

Climate & Weather Resilience

Consider the long-term lifespan and

maintenance requirements when choosing

your roof material. Some options, such as slate

or concrete tiles, can last over 50 years with

minimal upkeep. Metal roofing, including

Colorbond, is durable and designed to

withstand harsh Australian conditions, but it

does require regular cleaning and maintenance

to comply with warranty conditions and ensure

it performs at its best. 

Longevity & Maintenance
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Roof materials vary widely in price. While

asphalt shingles are inexpensive upfront, they

may need replacing sooner. Metal roofing and

tile roofing require higher upfront investment

but offer longer lifespans. Work with a trusted

roofing company in Melbourne to assess both

initial and lifetime costs for your roof

replacement or new roof installation.

Budget & Installation Costs

Roofing materials influence energy efficiency

by affecting heat absorption. Metal roofing with

reflective Colorbond coatings helps reduce

cooling costs during hot Melbourne summers.

Tile roofing can also offer excellent thermal

insulation, keeping homes cooler in summer

and warmer in winter.

Energy Efficiency

Certain roofing materials may be restricted in

heritage areas or require council approvals.

When planning a roof replacement,

homeowners should consult local building

regulations to ensure compliance. For example,

tile-to-metal roof replacements typically require

a building permit, as changing roofing materials

can affect structural loads and compliance

requirements.

Roofrite manages this entire process for

clients, including obtaining all required building

permits and coordinating approvals to ensure

the project meets council and building

regulations.

Council & Building Regulations 
in Melbourne
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How to Match 
Roof Material 
with Your Home
Choosing the right roof material goes beyond

aesthetics, it plays a critical role in your home’s

overall functionality, energy efficiency, and curb

appeal. To ensure your roof complements your home

perfectly, consider your home’s style, size, location,

and environmental conditions.
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For modern homes, metal roofing is an excellent choice. Products like

Colorbond roofing provide clean, sleek lines that suit contemporary

architectural designs. Colorbond offers a wide range of colours and

finishes, making it easy to match with your home design. 

For traditional or heritage-style homes, both metal and tile roofing can

be suitable options. Many heritage homes in Melbourne originally

featured metal roofs, making metal roofing a natural choice for

maintaining period character. Tiles can also complement older

architectural styles, offering texture and depth that suits classic design

elements. Both materials are available in a variety of finishes and colours

to suit period aesthetics while providing long-term performance.

Home Design Style
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Your roof pitch and size also influence the most suitable

roofing material. Tiled roofs typically have a maximum pitch

of around 40–45 degrees, and installations at steeper

pitches require careful design and experienced installation.

Metal roofing is more flexible and can be installed on very

low pitches through to vertical surfaces, up to 90 degrees.

It’s also worth considering neighbouring properties to

maintain visual harmony within your street or suburb,

particularly in established areas where architectural styles

are consistent or where local planning guidelines may apply.

Roof Pitch & Size

Finally, consider your surrounding environment. Coastal

homes may benefit from corrosion-resistant metal roofing

due to salt exposure, while homes in bushfire-prone areas

may need non-combustible tile options. Even climate-

specific factors like rainfall, wind, and sun exposure will

affect your material choice and its performance over time.

Location & Environment



Maintenance Tips for
Each Roof Type

Concrete and terracotta tiles are durable, but they are

susceptible to cracks, chipping, or displacement, especially after

storms. Conduct annual inspections to check for broken or loose

tiles. Remove leaves, branches, and other debris that can trap

moisture and lead to moss or lichen growth. Cleaning moss and

lichen with a gentle brush or approved roof cleaner helps

prevent moisture retention, which can damage tiles over time.

Consider hiring a professional for high or steep roofs to ensure

safety.

Concrete & Terracotta Tiles

Metal roofs, including Colorbond roofing, are highly durable but

still require maintenance to maintain their appearance and

protective coatings. Inspect your metal roof periodically for rust,

loose screws, or areas where the protective coating may be

damaged. Regularly washing the roof to remove dirt, leaves,

pollen, and industrial pollutants prevents surface corrosion and

staining. After strong winds or storms, check for any displaced

panels or fasteners to ensure the roof remains watertight.

Metal Roofing
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Regular maintenance is essential to extend the life of your roof,

prevent costly repairs, and keep your home protected. Each roof

material requires specific care to address its unique vulnerabilities and

ensure peak performance.



Slate roofs are long-lasting and fire-resistant but are fragile and

require specialist care. Schedule professional inspections every

few years to identify cracked, broken, or slipped slates. Promptly

replacing damaged slates prevents leaks and water damage.

Keep gutters and downpipes clear of debris to avoid water

pooling, which can compromise the roof structure. Avoid walking

on slate unless you are trained or using proper safety

equipment, as they can be brittle and easily cracked.

Slate Roofing

Schedule professional inspections every 2–3 years to

identify issues before they escalate.

Trim overhanging branches to prevent damage from falling

limbs or excess debris.

Ensure proper attic ventilation to reduce heat and moisture

buildup, which can affect roofing materials.

Address small repairs promptly to avoid costly replacements.

Tips for All Roof Types
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Before committing to a roof replacement or

installation, ask your roofing company:

What is the expected lifespan of this

roofing material?

What maintenance will be required 

over time?

Are there local regulations or permits

needed for this roof type?

Do you provide installation and ongoing

service support?

Can you provide warranty details?

Questions to Ask
Your Roofing
Contractor



Concrete Tile Terracotta Tile Metal Roofing Slate

Lifespan 40-50yrs 50+yrs 40-60yrs 100+yrs

Heat Resistance High Very High Moderate High

Hail Resistance Moderate Moderate High High

Maintenance Medium Medium Low Low

Cost Medium High Medium Very High

Aesthetic Traditional Classic Modern Premium

Quick Decision
Checklist
Use this handy checklist to narrow down your options.

Guide to Choosing the Ideal Roof Material in Melbourne 13



Choosing the ideal roof material for your Melbourne home

involves balancing aesthetics, durability, climate resistance, and

budget. Tile roofing, metal roofing, and Colorbond roofing all

offer unique benefits depending on your home style and

requirements. 

Through understanding types of roof materials, you can make

an informed decision that protects and enhances your home

for decades.

Contact Roofrite today, Melbourne’s trusted metal

roof plumbers. We can discuss your options,

schedule a metal roof replacement or tile-to-metal

roof replacement, or help you plan your next metal or

polycarbonate roof installation with confidence.

Ready to upgrade your roof? 

Summary

(03) 9499 8059

clientservices@roofrite.com.au

roofrite.com.au

11 Reserve Street, Preston Vic 3072
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